[Laryngeal carcinoma: epidemiology, risk factors and survival].
Laryngeal cancer is one of the most frequent types of head and neck cancer. The incidence is decreasing for men but still increasing for women. The incidence in Germany is about 5-7/100,000 persons/year for men and 0.6-0.8/100,000 persons/year for women. Due to the increased life expectancy, the average age of patients diagnosed with laryngeal cancer is increasing. Nevertheless, adequately prepared older patients treated by standard protocols can have the same survival and complication rates as younger patients. Tobacco and alcohol are still the primary risk factors responsible for disease in at least 80% of the patients. Despite the many new diagnostic tools, still more than half of the patients are diagnosed at an advanced tumor stage. Survival rates have not improved significantly in the last 10 years in Germany, and the average 5-year overall survival rate is about 60%. However, a decrease in the survival rate, as observed in the USA, cannot be confirmed for Germany.